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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 


Number 2 


By LOYD F. WORLEY 


Five blocks down the street from where I live in Hartford, 
Sonnecticut, is the home designed by Mark Twain and where 
wc lived the last 16 years of his life. It was while he was resi- 
lent there that he is said to have opened the paper one morn- 
mg and was surprised to find a news dispatch reporting his 
leath. He promptly wrote the paper insisting that the item 
vas “greatly exaggerated.” It is said that “No one kicks a corpse.” 
if that is true then the Federation has a lot of life left in it 
cor I can testify that it is still being kicked. Not much effort 
will be spent in kicking back. The Federation will rather con- 
iinue to study and to propose action to its members and to the 
thurch in areas where the Christian conscience should be sen- 
jitive. It is still out in front in the field of social action raising 
jyuestions which should trouble complacent churchmen. The re- 
boort that the Federation is ready to quit the struggle is greatly 
»xaggerated. 


One notes with regret, of course, that certain voices of long 
time liberals and friends in the church are urging that the fellow- 
fhip of the Federation be dissolved and that we abandon ship. 
‘can well understand the feelings of “tired liberals” who think 
they have no more to contribute and that they have done their 
Ehare in the effort for social betterment in the area of prophetic 
religion. I often get in that mood myself and wish I could re- 
tire from the struggle with a clear conscience. If and when I 
Mo, I hope I shall do it quietly and not in an “open letter” which 
hurts the faithful friends I may be deserting. But I really hope 
‘ may maintain something of the loyalty of Bishop McConnell 
who was faithful unto death. 


It is said by some who urge putting up the white flag that we 
now have an official Board of Social and Economic Relations; 
that the Federation has served its day and should retire from the 
iield. Now I happen to have favored the establishment of such 
1 Board for a long time. But with some of the conservative, not 
0 say reactionary members of that Board at present, it is wish- 
‘ul thinking to expect too much in the way of leadership. One 
bof the present members even refused to sit down with another 
member of his same committee in General Conference and try 
co work out a compromise statement. Certainly the record to 
Hate has not been impressive. I shall applaud sincerely, if and 


[femperance and World Peace are doing in their areas of 
esponsibility. But let it be noted that many Methodist friends 
f peace have felt it desirable to organize a “Fellowship of 
fethodist Pacifists.” It would appear from experience that we 
eed both an official Board and an unofficial fellowship. Why 
thould the Federation dissolve and then re-organize? 

He Again it is urged by those who would throw in the towel 
at we cannot operate on a regional ple, without a full time 
cutive Secretary. Yet, during most of its history, the Federa- 
ition was without a full-time executive. The Fellowship of Meth- 
pdist Pacifists does not have such a person. Of course, we would 


nough to note the change in climate which 


with any crew which wished to get some- 


a 


when the new Board does as well in its field as the Boards of — 


tion of our best membership and staff: years. But - 


INNO ONE KICKS A CORPSE 


where. Now we must trim our sails to weather the gale. I shall 
be glad to be among the first to modify the plan and to expand 
the program when conditions warrant it. 

There -are those who say they cannot play on our team 
and would have us lose by default because they do not agree 
with judgments and action associated with some individuals in 
positions of leadership. Strangely enough, some are now re- 
signing because of conditions which are made by decisions which 
they approved of. They headed the ship toward the rocks but 
insist on being first in the life-boats, leaving an inexperienced 
crew to do the best they can. But on the matter of judgment, 
those who know me must admit that I have often been with 
the critical minority in Federation pronouncements and action. 
But I always assumed that fellowship could be maintained with- 
out complete agreement and that an individual should try to go 
along as far as possible with majority decisions. Isn’t our fellow- 
ship and our church big enough to include those who earnestly 
and sincerely differ as to the application of gospel principles 
in any given situation? For several years, I had the privilege of 
being a District Superintendent under Bishop McConnell. Once 
in private conversation, we discussed a brother who was an ap- 
pointive problem. The Bishop admitted the brother was often 
irritating and sometimes originated unnecessary controversy. 
“But,” he said, “lie raises questions, and we haven't enough men 
who question conditions as they are. Conditions will never be im- 
proved unless they are raised to the level of discussion. Too many 
men make a too easy adjustment to conditions as they are.” 


Before we run up the white flag, we ought to ask ourselves 
about the people who will be glad to accept our surrender. There 
will be those who left us because we would not tie up to some 
political party or ideology. There will be two well-known popular 
writers whose names we shall not dignify by mentioning. There 
will be the night-riders (no, pardon, Circuit-Riders), ready to 
plan a raid on the next most liberal group. There will be the 
timid souls who want the gospel to dispense comfort exclusively 
and omit the challenge—and the Cross. We must expect in this 
McCarthy era that our big-name leadership will play it safe. It 
will be well to remember the words of Paul that “not many of 
you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth; but God chose what 


_is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is 


weak in the world to shame the strong.” 
The fact of the matter is that there has been a great deal 
of hear-say evidence and loose talk upon which many people 


have based their criticism of the Federation. In the sub-com- — 


mittee on the State of the Church at the San Francisco General 
Conference, I challenged anyone to point to a single well-authen- 
ticated official Federation pronouncement which could be clearly 


identified as unworthy of Christian lips. None was forthcoming. 


The challenge still stands. There have been plenty of ideas and 


‘opinions, of course, upon which there has been a difference of 


opinion, even within Federation membership. The file of MFSA 


material published by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and circulated just before the General Conference was 
exactly the same type of unfair evidence against which Bishop 


(Continued on Page 8) 


EQUALITY: PROMISE OR FACT? | 


THE AMERICAN AND CHRISTIAN IDEAL 

The Founders of our Nation declared “that all men are 
created equal,” thus affirming that creation and the Creator were 
back of their own great blow for human equality. Centuries 
earlier, Jesus placed pivotal stress on man’s obligation to love 
or treat his neighbor as himself, without discrimination or 
inequality. And Jesus so interpreted the ancient concept of 
neighbor as to free it from all provincialism, all barriers of race 
or creed or nation. 

The Apostle Paul accurately grasped, and effectively ex- 
pressed, this aspect of the life-promising significance of Jesus, 
when he wrote: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female (no place for 
racial, national, class, or sex discrimination and privilege or in- 
equality); for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28). 
Abraham Lincoln, whose birthday we remember this month, gave 
powerful expression to this old and long-denied demand for 
equality, when he issued our nation’s Emancipation Proclamation. 

To what extent and with what results have we, in recent 
months, kept faith with our heritage and fought the good fight 
to translate its promise into performance, its ideal into actuality? 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


In his State of the Union message to Congress, the President 


optimistically affirmed: 

“Segregation in the armed forces and other Federal activities is on 
the way out. We have also made progress toward its abolition in the 
District of Columbia. These are steps in the continuing effort to eliminate 
interracial difficulty.” 


But one searches that and subsequent messages in vain to find 
any challenge from the President to Congress itself to take 
needed “steps in the continuing effort.” Unlike his predecessor, 
the President does not speak on behalf of the long-promised, 
long-needed, and long-neglected fair employment practices leg- 
islation. 


DISCRIMINATION IN IMMIGRATION 


Nor has the President asked this session of Congress for elim- 
ination of the racist and discriminatory features of the Walter- 
McCarran immigration act, against which he promised action in 
his campaign for the presidency. 

Senator Wayne Morse, in a recent letter to Mr. George Mur- 
phy, co-chairman of the American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born, reports: 


“The Republican chairman of the soit Congressional Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization has advised President Eisenhower that 
no attempt should be made during this Congress to amend the McCarran- 
Walter Immigration Act. The press reports that there was an under- 
standing between the sponsors of the Emergency Immigration Act of 
1953 and its opponents that no amending action would take place in 
return for the withdrawal of opposition to the 1953 law, which was in 
many respects quite inadequate. 

“While I cannot judge the accuracy of the latter report, it would 
seem that the Eisenhower Administration has no intention of following 

_through on its pledge to amend the } Act, President Eisenhower 
is reported to have stated in a press conference last fall that if the 
people who administer the McCarran Act still think that it needs amend- 
ing, he would certainly consider it. In short, the present Administration 
has no real interest in the matter. 

“I am sorry to be so discouraging in this matter, and assure you 
that I will fight for hearings, but the Republicans apparently have no 
intention of going forward. The sponsors of the Lehman bill will con- 
tinue to fight for an immigration aa 
democratic principles.” 


Mr. Murphy commented that Senator Morse’s charge appeared 
to be validated by Attorney General Brownell’s declaration of 
intention to use provisions of the Walter-McCarran Law to de- 
naturalize 10,000 naturalized citizens and deport 12,000 non- 
citizens. (See December Bulletin for MFSA Executive Committee 
action supporting, and demanding hearings on, the Lehman- 
Celler Bill sponsored by 32 members of Congress to make our 
immigration legislation more democratic and less discriminatory.) 

In its latest report on Civil Liberties, the American Civil 
Liberties Union cites two new sections of the Walter-McCarran 
Act, effecting discrimination on grounds of race or national origin. 

“1. Persons of Asiatic ancestry born in the American Republics are 


not put in non-quota classes and are assigned to ial tas of 10 
annually, which are much too small, aa it a paige 2 
° € eae por in Godbisay sel penperssie ractical purposes, Jama- 
ican Negroes—are en out o e larger mother t: 

assigned to small quotas of 100.” PSR en Goa aa 


The ACLU adds that: 


w that is more consistent with our 


“this new racial discrimination is morally indefensible, undemo- 4 
cratic in character, and harmful to U. S. interests which demand that j 
the principle of equality should be given full expression. 


How many Bulletin readers and M.F.S.A. members will cele- 
brate Brotherhood Month by urging on their Senators, Congress- | 
man and President hearings on the Lehman-Celler Bill, and an | 
end to any compact to prevent the promised action by Congress | 
to revise or repeal the discriminatory Walter-McCarran Act? Let 
us know what you do, and with what response. 


TOWARDS NON-SEGREGATED ARMED FORCES 

The President cites progress towards non-segregation in the | 
armed forces, and for that progress he and others involved 
deserve our congratulations, as do M.F.S.A. members and other 
citizens who long pressed for an end to armed Jim Crow. Ending 
discrimination.in.armed forces enhances their morale and fight- 
ing efficiency. -Unfortunately, it in no way alters the funda- 
mentally unbrotherly nature of modern war. One wishes equal 
progress against discrimination in our unarmed civilian life, or 
for the more brotherly purposes of peace. 


PREVALENT JOB BIAS PERSISTS 


The Federal FEPC supported for purposes of war was aban- 
doned when the World War ended. And postwar progress in civil 
rights legislation hasbeen nil. Today neither President nor 
Congress makes any move towards legislation against job bias. 

But that job bias persists; it does not wither away. The lat- 
est ACLU annual report (Nov. 1953) reports: 


“Central to all problems of discrimination is discrimation in em- 
ployment. A National Urban League Conference reported that the cost 
to the nation of discrimination was a loss of 10 per cent of our pro- 
duction potential. The number of charges of discrimination, as well as 
the number of instances in which formal charges have not been made, 
remains large.’’ 


The ACLU goes on to state that over two-thirds of our 
population lives in territory without any FEPC protection what- 
ever (local, state, or federal) against denial of equal job oppor- 
tunity. 

In late 1953, long standing job discrimination against Negroes 
in Atomic Energy Commission projects was still reported (N.Y. 
Times, 10-12-53). 

December Crisis, NAACP magazine, cites a survey by The 

Ccmmittee of the South National Planning Association: 


“Job bias has not changed much in the upper South since 1938. — 

. Negroes are completely excluded from white-collar jobs in white 
managed concerns. Negro workers have scarcely a toehold in supervisory 
jobs and Negro foremen were found in only three companies, one in 
tobacco and one in textiles. . . . The great majority of Negro workers 
covered. by the survey were directly supervised by whites. In no case © 
did Negroes work over whites in the chain of command.” 


I 
The Journal of Negro Education (March, 1958) studies “The 
Relative Status of the Negro Population”: 


“Economic discrimination against the Negro group .. . is a basic 
cause of many other aspects of their inferior status—in health, education, | 
and their social and cultural life in general . . . The 1950 census re- 
~vealed........- Negroes. were~still employed to a much= greater extent (than — 
others) in the unskilled and most poorly paid occupations.” bai : 


In a concluding summary of this study, Dr. Ira Reid reports: 

“Though there have been strenuous efforts for training Negroes in 

the learned professions, the proportion of Negroes in the nation’s pro- | 
fessional occupations is no higher than it was 50 years ago.” 

The 1950 census figures contrast economic status between 
Negro and white. Among urban families medium income was 
$3,619 (white), but 42 per cent less or $2,084 (Negro); among 
rural nonfarm families, $2,851 (white), but 56 per cent less or _ 
$1,240 (Negro); among rural farm families, $1,757 (white), but 
61 per cent less or $691 (Negro). Sixty-five per cent of non- a 
white families had annual income of under $2,000, true of only 
26.8 per cent of white families. But 21.3 per cent of white fam- _ 
ilies had $5,000 or more annually, true of only 8.8 per cent of 
non-whites. ‘ 

As 1954 began, unemployment was growing alarmingly, par- 
ticularly ominous for Negroes and other minorities who tradi-— 
ionally are the last hired, but the first fired. a 


NEGROES, SOCIAL WELFARE, AND HOUSING  —_ 

General neglect of social, welfare législation by both Admin- 

istration and Congress hits hardest economically disadvantage 

minorities, NAACP’s Crisis editorialized (Oct. 1953); = 
“The present administration is orientated toward Big Business 


4 


ag Bie Guy and many of the small gains which Negroes may make as 
oe y group are likely to be cancelled by policies, such as killing 
public housing and slum clearance, and the increase of the interest rate.” 


The administration raised interest rates, and Congress slashed 
public housing, a blow to minority groups who so greatly bene- 
fitted. “One-third of all public housing units in thee country are 
occupied by colored people.” (Crisis, Oct. 1953.) 

Decisive value to Negroes of public housing slashed by Con- 
gress is shown by Houses and Homes, April, 1953: , 

«<< A ae ; 9 . in . pie 
Milapilaed be ake ceils arp Sa pees ome eee 
are. Among Negro homes, 58.4 per cent have no bath tub or shower. 
heats og ie ae per cent. Outdoor, privies are the only 
average’ of 325 SSK sel = Negro homes, compared with a national 
giving ‘edt Raden ea bear Neo Sok eee 
money Soule palate Peas Boston, there is*not a single com- 
Sek esate é opment for Negroes, not one which accepts 

“A year-end summary of civil rights highlights put out by 
the Washington Bureau of NAACP” (AP, Jan. % 1954) “said 
present government housing policies make the government ‘the 
greatest single force in promoting housing segregation in the 
United States’.” ie 

In Washington, D. C., the District Court ruled that segrega- 
tion in federal housing projects was constitutional. oe 3 

On January 25, President Eisenhower sent a housing message 

to Congress which recognized the special housing disabilities 
of minority group families, and called for greater exertion by the 
housing agencies “to assure equal opportunity for all our citizens 
to acquire, within their means, good and well-located homes.” 
Steps. to such assurance were yet to be. spelled out. The Pres- 
ident called for only limited, temporary continuation of federal 
housing (35,000 homes a year for four years). He asked that 
programs be avoided that would make our citizens increasingly 
dependent upon the Federal Government to supply their hous- 
ing needs,” urging return to reliance on “our competitive econ- 
omy. But such reliance in the past did not prevent slums, or 
bring equal and unsegregated housing opportunity to minorities, 
or assure “good housing in good neighborhoods” for “every 
American family” which the President declares “a major objective 
of national policy.” Minority groups can themselves best witness, 
from long and bitter experience, whether return to “competitive 
(i.e., profit-seeking) economy” can assure them that equal and 
decent housing to which the President says they are entitled. 


DISCRIMINATION IN FARM LOANS 

Though NAACP commended President Eisenhower for re- 
establishing the Government Contract Committee to police non- 
discrimination in government contracts, and for his stand against 
segregation in schools on military posts (AP, Jan. 2, 1954)—it cen- 
sured his administration for dropping anti-discrimination clauses 
in the farm loan rules (Crisis, Oct. 1953) under pressure from 
southern politicians like Governor Byrnes of South Carolina. (See 
N. Y. Times article, Oct. 28, 1953: NO-BIAS CROP LOANS 
SCORED BY BYRNES. He Tells Eisenhower They Could Wreck 
Farm Program—Southern Bankers Angry.) The president ap- 
pointed Bymes to our U. N. delegation, despite his pronounced 
racial bias so contrary to the U. N. charter. 


VIOLENCE AND TERRORISM 


The ACLU annual report records that in recent years, “The 
resort to violence heavily marked the civil rights picture . . . 
The pattern of violence is changing. Lynching, once the chief 
form of terror, is fading out. However, bombing has taken its 


oe Ten such explosions were reported during 1952. Law en-— 


rcement officials had little success in dealing with these acts.” 
Failure of these officials may relate to their own lack of 
zeal against bias. One change in pattern appears to be from 
illegal violence to “legal.” Seven Negro boys were executed 
“legally” in Virginia for a crime (rape) for which no white man 
there has ever been executed; the U. S. Supreme Court refused 
to review that sentence. 
_ In the Christmas Season of -late 1953, the press reported 
(Dec. 28, 1953, U.P.): NEGRO SLAIN BY SHERIFF IN ALA- 
BAMA: : 
3 “Clarke County Sheriff Hill, claiming self-defense, toda 
death a Negro prisoner, Moses Jones, who three months 
against him in a liquor case. . . The case ended in a mistrial’: 
moved his fay to Bessemer because, he said, he feared for his safety. 


He was arrested at Bessemer, 175 miles north of here, late last night 
on a fugitive warrant. . . . Clyde Morris, chief sheriff's deputy at 


— r 


Bessemer, said a friend of Jones’ offered to pay the $150 fine but Hill 
declared the fine had to be paid in Clarke county. So Jones was brought 
here. . . . Jones was killed instantly, one bullet striking him in the 
heart and another just above the heart. No one witnessed the shooting.” 


YOU MAY HELP SAVE A LIFE 

And in California, this Brotherhood Month, Negro prisoner 
Wesley Robert Wells, awaits execution for throwing a cuspidor at 
a guard in 1947. The guard was back at work within a week 
without permanent disability. The state went to the courts to 
demand, successfully, not eye for eye or injury for injury (as 
in Old Testament days), but death for injury. The law under 
which Wells has been sentenced to death had never before been 
applied, except in cases of actual killing. 

The U. S. Supreme Court refused to review the Wells case, 
though Federal Judge Goodman had ruled against the execution 
on the grounds that Wells “was not accorded due process under 
the 14th Amendment” and that the state’s Adult Authority has 
been “overzealous . . . to destroy those whom they regard as 
undesirable citizens.” The death sentence was affirmed by a 
narrow 4 to 3 margin in the State Supreme Court, but all seven 
justices unanimously agreed the trial judge had been in error 
when he excluded competent and relevant medical testimony 
which would have established that Wells was mentally and emo- 
tionally disturbed and unwell when he threw the cuspidor. Two 
of the jurors later declared in affidavits they “would not—have 
voted to convict” Wells had they known this. 

As a disciple of Jesus, you may concur in His poignant de- 
mand for mercy and love clearly enunciated in His greatest ser- 
mon. If you cannot yet go that far in attributing worth and 
sacredness to human life and persons, perhaps you would wish 
our governments to operate on a principle at least as high as 
that of ancient Old Testament times (eye for eye, life for life— 
but not life for injury). Many Christians oppose capital punish- 
ment. Others may support it in cases of murder, but oppose its 
application to one who threw a cuspidor and committed not 
murder, but injury. If you belong in either category, won't you 
write Gov. Goodwin Knight, State Capitol, Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia? You may help save a life. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL SEGREGATION 

Though we cannot report that Congress is even facing the 
issue of moving toward greater equality, the important issue of 
segregation in elementary and secondary public schools has been 
long deliberated by the Supreme Court and is still before that 
body. And let it’ be said to their credit that the Department of 
Justice and Attorney General Brownell (whom supporters of tra- 
ditional civil liberties have criticized on other issues) have put 
the Federal Government back of an end to such public school 
segregation, in arguments before the Court. Dr. Channing Tobias, 
NAACP board chairman, has commented on this case: 


“At ultimate stake is the anachronistic system of segregation not 
only in education, but also in all other phases of the public life... . 
Segregation is a divisive and anti-democratic device designed to per- 
petuate an obsolete caste system which flatly contravenes the basic 
ethical concepts of our Judaeo-Christian tradition. We have held that 
segregation per se is unconstitutional. Should the Court uphold this 
point of view it could mean that all laws requiring or permitting racial 
segregation in schools, transportation, recreation, shelter and public 
accommodations, generally, would ultimately be invalid. . . . Our Nation 
cannot remain half-integrated and half-segregated today any more than it 
could continue half-free and half-slave a century ago.” 


Doctor Tobias discounted the threats from Georgia and South 
Carolina to end all public schools, and pointed out that the Court- 
ruled end to public university segregation in the South had not 


brought the predicted difficulties or violence. 


“Indeed, it led to the breakdown of color bars in several private 
institutions in the region... . e South is more mature than some of 
its spokesmen would have us believe. There is mounting evidence that a 
constantly growing segment of southern whites is ready to accept the 
end of segregation.” 


HAS RATE OF PROGRESS BEEN REDUCED? 

We withheld for specific consideration in a subsequent issue 
the question of segregation in religious institutions and progress 
toward its reduction. 

Though progress towards sports equality has been reported 
in past Bulletins, victory is not yet won either here or in any 
other sector. This was shown when Brotherhood Month, 1954, 
was ushered in by a court ruling in Austin, Texas, by District 
Judge Jack Roberts “sustaining Texas’ law banning prize fights 
between whites and Negroes. I. H. (Sports) Harvey, San An- 


 tonio Negro boxer, complained that since all fight titles in Texas 


are held by whites, it is impossible for him to hope to win a 
championship.” (U.P., Feb. 5, 1954). 
The ACLU annual report, already cited, states: 


“The most comprehensive annual report on race relations. A Balance 
Sheet of Group Relations, published jointly by the American Jewish Con- 
gress and the NAACP, cites four factors for a reduced rate of progress: 
(1) national preoccupation with repelling Communist aggression, (2) 
excesses in loyalty investigations, which created an attitude of identify- 
ing controversial issues with subversion, (3) 1950 congressional elections 
which saw many civil rights friends defeated, and (4) change of personnel 
in the U. S. Supreme Court.” J.R.M. 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


What prospect does the New Year offer for more democracy? 

It came in facing a confused situation. The President had 
declared that the communist issue would not carry over into the 
elections. Immediately the National Chairman of both parties 
asserted that it would, each claiming to be more efficient Red 
hunters than the other. 

Behind the Democratic claim came a fact sheet. It gave the 
record. They had started general loyalty tests and the listing of 
subversive organizations. This, be it remembered, was an essen- 
tial part of the cold war. The final proud point was that when 
the Democrats came to power the F.B.I. had 801 employees, 
with an annual appropriation of $2,978,520; when they went 
out there were 15,181 F.B.I..employees and a $90,000,000 appro- 
priation. Remember, also, that press comment on the White 
case hearing was that Edgar Hoover had emerged as the most 
powerful figure in Washington. Certainly, in their blindness, 
the American people have permitted him to lay the foundations 
of a police state with his secret files and secret political police. 

The Republicans are increasing his power by the degree to 
which Brownell expresses and seeks to implement F.B.I. policies: 
a bill to subvert the Fifth Amendment, and another to permit 
wire tapping evidence to be used in espionage, and some other 
cases; increasing trials of second string Communist party leaders 
under the Smith Act; a fifth attempt to deport Harry Bridges, 
this time by civil suit; the conviction of Hallinan, 1952 Progres- 
sive party candidate, for income tax fraud, by straining of tech- 
nicalities and distortion of facts; citations of organizations under 
the McCarran Act as Communist fronts; permitting the continued 
use of proved and confessed perjurers in political cases, many 
of them former F.B.I. spies, and some with criminal records; 
declaring the Lawyers Guild a subversive organization and citing 
it to show cause why it should not be so listed. 

With the New Year, the President added to this record his 
recommendation to Congress to deprive of citizenship those con- 
spiring to advocate the overthrow of the government by force 
and violence, on the ground that “we are dealing here with 
actions akin to treason.” This position overlooks several vital 
facts. A minority of the Supreme Court, strong in quality, holds 
that the 11 Communist leaders first convicted under the Smith 
Act—the pattern for following convictions—were punished solely 
for their opinions, that no overt act was shown. The majority 
opinion does not find the defendants guilty of any act, but only 
of conspiring to advocate something to be done in the future, 
when a favorable opportunity offers. 


This year, 1954, is to be a year of decision. To be or not 
to be—the police state. Bearing on the answer two Supreme 
Court decisions are on the way. One is on segregation in public 
education. The other—the Emspak case—is on the constitutional- 


SOCIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN 


| $2.00 per year. 25c per copy. 
Issued monthly, October through May, and one summer issue. 
METHODIST FEDERATION for SOCIAL ACTION 
(Unofficial) 
President, Dr. Loyd Worley; Vice-Presidents, Bishop J. W. E. Bowen, 
Rev. Clarence T. R. Nelson, Mrs. Mary Phillips, Rev. Edward Peet; 
Recording Secretary, Rev. Lee H. Ball; Assistant Recording Secretary, 
Miss Janice M. Roberts; Treasurer, Rev. Edward Peet. 
Membership Secretary, Mark Chamberlin 
Field Secretaries: I. DeQuincy Newman, Willard Uphaus 
Editorial Secretary and Editor, Jack R. McMichael. 
Editorial Office and Office of Publication 
P. O. Box 827, Gresham, Oregon. 51 GE 


Re-entered as second class matter Sept. 15, 1958, at the Postoffice at 
Gresham, Oregon, under the Act of August 24, 1912. 


ity of the purpose and activities of the Un-American Committee. 

If the Court permits the committee, its associates in the Sen- 
ate and imitators in the states, to go on subverting the political 
freedom guarantees of the First Amendment, then its guarantee 
of religious freedom is the only barrier between the people and 
the police state. Hence the necessity to now get an organized 
movement to put into action the recent religious freedom declara- 
tions of the churches. ' 

If the Court upholds the constitutional guarantees of political 
freedom, the attack on religious freedom will be weakened. But 
it will not cease. Religious reaction will carry it on and incite 
its political allies, as it has been and is doing. It would be a bad 
mistake the lulled into a false sense of security because for 
political reasons, Velde is now going in other directions. This 
is the McCarthy tactic of distracting the easily forgetting public 
and then returning to the attack. Repeating the original double 
talk of Velde on this issue, Jenner has stated: “Members of Con- 
gress have not the slightest wish to investigate religion, but that 
circumstances might dictate the necessity to do so in individual 
cases,” 

There is no discharge from his spiritual warfare until either 
Congress acknowledges it has no right to investigate religion or 
the Supreme Court tells it so. The former requires a movement 
strong enough, with its allies in labor, education and the farmers, 
to retire to private life, as Bishop Oxnam recently said, the legis- 
lators who seek to destroy religious freedom. Supreme Court 
action will not come until there are ministers with enough support 
behind them, who refuse to answer committee questions concern- 
ing the free exercise of their religion. That again is why a 
religious freedom movement is needed, and quickly. If the Court 
should join in destroying religious freedom, or limiting it, the 
people. still have the last word. That, once more, is why a move- 
ment is needed to educate the people on this issue. 


NO ONE KICKS A CORPSE 
(Continued from Page 5) 


Oxnam made his magnificent protest. 

The printed testimony of the McMichael hearing will repay 
careful reading. But let us remember that Bishop Oxnam re- 
quested an opportunity to state his case. Jack McMichael was 
summoned from a parish where he was making a new start. He 
did not invoke the 5th Amendment and refuse to testify. He gave 
a good account of himself and every minister can feel more secure 
because Jack baffled his accusers. Anyone reading the record 
would find it difficult to justify the use of tax-payers money for 
such a purpose. But Jack is not out of danger himself from these | 
Inquisitors in this mid-century Reign of Terror. They will be 
more cautious in their next attack or with their next victim and 
if there is anyway to get revenge on Jack it will not be sur- 
prising if they do not seek it. In the meantime what shall we 
think of those who selected and supported Jack during the per- 
iod_ in question and now have let him down? Jo 

So it would appear that there is work for the Federation as 
an unofficial fellowship. We must continue to support and defend 
those under attack. We must continue to keep alive the Christian 
solution of the tense issues of our day. Let us close ranks and 
go forward. 


CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP DUES, PLEASE! 


To continue and strengthen MFSA work in and for this im- 
portant New Year, contributions and dues payments and old 
plus new subscriptions and memberships are needed, genuinely 
needed, NOW. MFSA president, Rev. Dr. Loyd F. Worley ‘A 
sending a letter soon to our members and friends about this. 
Please do not wait to hear from him, but sit down now (if you 
have not just done so in the last few days) and send that greatly 
needed contribution or pledge. Some MFSAers have been giving — 
$100 each year, faithfully. Secretary Mark Chamberlin is seek- 
ing a dependable corps of steady-$50 a year donors, and | 
has secured some. He wants 400 who will pledge to give o 
raise that amount yearly. Will you join that growing and nee 
ey Whatever encouragement you can give by contributi 
Ee Pn please send it today—now. Remember the addr 
M.F.S.A., Box 827, Gresham, Oregon. . 


